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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that form the basis for 
the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 1-1 1 and 14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Jain PN 
6144375. 

Claim 1: A tracking system for receiving images from a plurality of cameras, each at one of a 

plurality of locations at which one or more of a plurality of movable subjects or items may 
be located, each of said cameras being arranged to capture images at said respective 
location, (See Jain column 6 lines 32-35 as well as column 8 lines 52-59) 
the system comprising a plurality of remote access points, each of which is allotted to a 
different one or subset of said plurality of movable subjects or items, from each of which 
remote access points images of the movable subject or item to which it is allotted 
captured by said plurality of cameras can be viewed in real time or near-real time and or 
recorded, and (See Jain column 10 lines 16-29 as well as 39-44.) 
locating apparatus for determining a first location of a movable subject or item, selecting 
a first camera at said first location and linking the output of said first camera to the remote 
access point allotted to the said movable subject or item, ( See Jain column 10 lines 48- 
59.) 

and for determining whether said movable subject or item moves from said first location 
to a second location, selecting a second camera at said second location and linking the 
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output of said second camera to the remote access point allotted to the said movable 
subject or item, (see Jain column 1 1 lines 45-58) 

Claim 2: A tracking system according to claim 1 , wherein when a remote access point is 

accessed, the locating apparatus is arranged to search the images being captured by 
said cameras to determine the locations of the subjects or items to which said remote 
access point is allotted. (See Jain column 1 1 lines 45-58 as well as column 12 lines 15- 
19) 

Claim 3. A tracking system according to claim 1, wherein said locating apparatus is arranged to 
track the movable subjects or items and selectively link the outputs of the appropriate 
cameras to the respective remote access points allotted thereto, irrespective of whether 
or not said remote access points are being accessed. (See Jain column 24 line 63 
through column 25 line 7.) 

Claim 4. A tracking system according to claim 1, comprising a central database containing details 
of a plurality of subjects or items of interest together with their respective allotted remote 
access points, and/or details of said camera together with their respective locations. 
(See column 11 lines 29-44 as well as column 14 lines 13-24) 

Claim 5: A tacking system according to claim 1, wherein said locating apparatus is arranged to 
determine the location of a subject or item by identifying a visually recognizable feature 
thereof in the images captured by said cameras. (See Jain column 10 lines 60 through 
column 11 Iine14) 



Claim 6: A tracking system according to claim 1 , wherein said subject or item of interest is 

provided with an electronic tag, and said locating apparatus is arranged to determine the 
location of the subject or item of interest by determining the location of the electronic tag. 
(See column 10 lines 48-59) 



Application/Control Number: 10/025,702 
Art Unit: 2613 



Page 4 



Claim 7: A tracking system according to claim 1, wherein said locating apparatus is arranged to 
determine the location of said subject or item of interest and, in the event that there are 
two or more cameras associated with said location, link the outputs of said two or more 
cameras to said remote access point. (See Jain column 1 1 lines 48-53, the view must be 
present in order to select one of them.) 

Claim 8: A tracking system according to claim 7, comprising selection apparatus for selecting to 
view one of said two or more outputs linked to said remote access point. (See Jain 
column 1 1 lines 48-53, as well as column 27 lines 25-30 if a user can select between 
views, selection apparatus must be present.) 

Claim 9: A tracking system according to claim 1 , comprising apparatus for altering the field of 

view of the camera whose output is linked to said remote access point and/or comprising 
apparatus to provide a link to a selected area of modified level of detail of the view. (See 
column 23 lines 26-30 altering the field of view in interpreted to mean zooming in or out) 

Claim 10: A tracking system according to claim 1 , wherein said remote access point is accessible 
only to one or more authorized users. (See column 14 lines 13-24.) 

Claim 1 1 : A tracking system according to claim 1 , comprising recording apparatus for selectively 
recording the camera output or outputs linked to a remote access point. (See column 22 
lines 16-21) 



Claim 14. A tracking system according to claim 1, comprising an attention controller arranged to 
monitor the outputs of said plurality of cameras, determine the presence in said outputs 
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of one or more subjects or items of interest and link the camera output or outputs in 
which said subjects or items are present to the respective remote access points allotted 
to said subjects or items. (See column 11 lines 45-58) 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all obviousness 
rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 12, 13, 15 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Jain as applied to 
claim 1 above, and further in view of Osborne. 

Claim 12: A tracking system according to claim 1, comprising alarm apparatus arranged to be 
actuated in the event that a subject or item of interest moves to a location outside a 
predetermined area. 

While Jain does not disclose this feature, Osborne does, see Osborne abstract. At the time the 
invention was made, it was well known in the art that predetermined areas could be 
monitored for either the presence or absence of items or persons, and that alarms were a 
useful means of alerting the proper people of a certain situation. Therefore it would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to actuate an alarm when a subject enters 
or leaves a predetermined area. One would have been motivated by both the teaching of 
Jain in column 10 lines 53-55 that a transmitter could be placed on a subject, in this case 
a child, and Osborne's teaching that it is desireable to electronically monitor the location 
of each child and draw attention to that child when it enters of leaves a predetermined 
area. See Osborne column 1 lines 40-47. 



Application/Control Number: 10/025,702 



Art Unit: 2613 



Page 6 



Claim 13: A tracking system according to claim 1 , wherein a single remote access point can be 
used to track two or more subjects or items of interest. (See Jain column 10 lines 48-49, 
implying that more than one subject can be tracked.) 

Claim 15: A tracking system according to claim 1 , wherein in the event that two or more of Said 
plurality of movable subjects or items to which two or more respective access points are 
allotted are determined by said locating apparatus to be at the same locations the output 
of the camera at that location can be linked to both or all of said two or more respective 
access points. (See column 5 lines 10-23, Jain clearly had this capability in mind. 
Furthermore, since Jains invention in intended for broadcast TV it is understood that if 
two or more people wanted to view a seen from a given camera, they would be able too.) 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner should 
be directed to Charles E Parsons whose telephone number is 703-305-3862. The examiner can normally 
be reached on M-TH 7AM to 5 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 
Chris Kelley can be reached on 703-305-4856. The fax phone number for the organization where this 
application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. . 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent Application 
Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications may be obtained from 
either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) 
at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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